
Fire Prevention and Safety Survey 

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITY 

fi f t i u f inj u ry d d th. A d ing to t N ati l F i P t ti
A iati , 8 0 p t of fi in t U nited S tat u d in t ; 3 ,9 2 5 d t u l ted f t
fi , d il d u nd fiv e y f ag d e u p 1 7 p t of t d t . F i g w d sp d q u ick l y . 
A ny ti t t b v ed w try ing t x it a b u ing b u il d ing is v al u ab l e ti t t y v l ife. 

Introduction 

Home res are one o he ma n ca ses o home an ea ccor he ona re ro ec on 
ssoc on ercen res he es occ rre he home ea hs res rom hese home 
res an ch ren er ears o e ma ercen hese ea hs res can ro an rea

me ha can e sa hen o e rn me ha ma sa e a 
Did you know? 

•	 2 1 p ercent of chil d ren su rv ey ed said that the first thing they w ou l d d o if a fire b rok e ou t in their home 
w ou l d b e to tel ep hone for hel p rather than g et ou t of the hou se. 

•	 R ecent d ata from the U . S . F ire A d ministration show s that chil d ren u nd er the ag e of fiv e are at seriou s 
risk of b eing k il l ed in a fire—nearl y d ou b l e the av erag e p op u l ation. 

Fire Safety Survey 

The b est op tion is to b e aw are of fire safety issu es to p rev ent a fire from occu rring . Tak e this su rv ey to b ecome 
more aw are of safety issu es arou nd y ou r home. I t is u nl ik el y that y ou w il l answ er “ Y E S ” to ev ery q u estion. Y ou 
may w ant to ad d ress those “ N O ” issu es in ord er to mak e y ou r home more fire safe. 

YES NO 

I s y ou r home ad d ress easil y v isib l e from the street? E merg ency p ersonnel need to

b e ab l e to find y ou r home q u ick l y in case of emerg encies.

D o y ou rep l ace the b atteries of y ou r smok e d etectors at l east once a y ear?

Hav e y ou mad e a famil y escap e p l an from ev ery room in the hou se, and d oes ev ery

memb er of y ou r hou sehol d k now and p ractice this p l an?

D o y ou hav e emerg ency nu mb ers p osted at al l p hones?

D o y ou hav e a fire ex ting u isher in y ou r home and d o y ou and other famil y

memb ers k now how to u se it?

D o al l the w ind ow s op erate smoothl y to al l ow for q u ick and easy ex it?

A re matches and l ig hters stored ou t of reach of chil d ren?

A re y ou r comb u stib l es stored safel y ?

I f y ou hav e a firep l ace, d oes it hav e a screen to p rotect from fl y ing emb ers?

I s y ou r chimney op erating p rop erl y ?

D o y ou cl ear al l comb u stib l es aw ay from any p otential fire sou rce, su ch as k itchen

stov es and ov ens, fu rnaces, and w ater heaters? D o y ou cl ear aw ay comb u stib l es

from arou nd y ou r home?

D o y ou chang e y ou r fu rnace fil ter reg u l arl y ?

D o y ou u se onl y recommend ed fu ses in y ou r fu se b ox ?

D o y ou store fl ammab l e l iq u id s in firep roof containers, and d o y ou k now how to

u se safety p recau tions arou nd fl ammab l e l iq u id s?
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Electrical Fire Safety 

E l ectrical eq u ip ment can cau se fires. W ires, sw itches, ou tl ets, cord s and p l u g s, fu se 
and circu it b reak er b ox es, and l ig hting fix tu res and l amp s mu st al l b e in g ood 
cond ition, or a fire mig ht resu l t. 
E l ectrical fires cau se the d eaths of ap p rox imatel y 4 8 5 p eop l e in the U nited S tates each 
y ear and resu l t in an ad d itional 2 ,3 0 5 inj u ries. The maj ority of el ectrical fires occu r 
b ecau se of p oor maintenance of el ectrical ap p l iances, fau l ty w iring , and ov erl oad ed 
circu its. 
Did you know? 

•	 The heat of the fire can k il l . Temp eratu res in a room w ith fire can b e 1 0 0 d eg rees at fl oor l ev el and 6 0 0 
d eg rees at ey e l ev el . Temp eratu res this hot w il l scorch y ou r l u ng s and mel t cl othes to y ou r sk in. 

•	 I t tak es onl y fiv e minu tes for fl ashov er—w hen the room g ets so hot that ev ery thing ig nites at once—to 
occu r. 

•	 F ire p rod u ces so mu ch b l ack smok e that comp l ete d ark ness resu l ts. Y ou can w ak e u p sig htl ess,
d isoriented , and u nab l e to mak e y ou r w ay ou t of a home y ou ' v e l iv ed in for y ears. 

•	 The smok e and p oisonou s g ases p rod u ced b y a fire can al so k il l y ou . O nl y smal l amou nts are enou g h to 
l eav e y ou d row sy , d isoriented , and g asp ing for b reath. 

I m p	 or t a nt ! I n the ev ent of a fire, rememb er t im e is the b ig g est enemy and ev ery second cou nts! 

Electrical Safety Tips 

R ead the el ectrical safety tip s b el ow and then check y ou r home for any p rob l ems y ou may hav e. P l ace a check in 
the b ox if y ou find a p rob l em w ith the el ectrical issu e d iscu ssed in the tip and then try to correct the p rob l em 
q u ick l y for fire safety ! 

Problems! 

There are no l oose or fray ed cord s on el ectrical d ev ices. 
There are no ex tension cord s ru nning across d oorw ay s or u nd er carp ets. D o y ou l imit ex tension 
cord u se w henev er p ossib l e and d o y ou check them for ov erheating ? 
E l ectrical ou tl ets hav e p l astic safety cov ers if there are smal l chil d ren in the home. 
O u tl ets are not ov erl oad ed . There is onl y one hig h-w attag e ap p l iance p l u g g ed into each 
recep tacl e in the ou tl et at a time. 
W henev er ou tl ets, w ires, or sw itches feel w arm, the circu it is shu t off and is check ed b y an 
el ectrician. 
O ther d ev ices that al l ow the connection of mu l tip l e ap p l iances into a sing l e recep tacl e are not 
u sed on a reg u l ar b asis. 
L amp s are on l ev el su rfaces, aw ay from thing s that can b u rn, and the l amp s u se b u l b s that match 
the l amp ' s recommend ed w attag e. 
M aj or ap p l iances are p rop erl y g rou nd ed . 

© 2005 Wheeli n g J es u i t U n i v er s i t y a n d C en t er f o r E d u c a t i o n a l T ec hn o lo g i es ®.	 P a g e 2 o f 2 


